
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Park Church members and friends:                September 17, 2020 

The Leadership Team of our church (Craig VanderMaas – Sr. Deacon, Ellen Bristol – Jr. Deacon, Wendell 
Kutsche – Moderator, Dennis Baker – Vice-moderator, Patrick Coyle – Interim Head of Staff) has considered 
and adopted a plan for beginning to return to in-person worship on Sunday mornings at Park. The plan is for 
worship only; children’s activities, musical ensembles, concerts, classes and food service are still suspended. 

We are currently under a state mandate that no more than ten people can be gathered inside a room at the same 
time. (Restaurants and businesses have a different requirement of 50% capacity.) Although the state is not 
penalizing churches for violations, we feel it is unethical and unsafe for our church to violate the mandate. 

The team has been regularly reviewing CDC guidelines, the congregation’s wishes in the recent survey, and the 
state of Michigan’s Safe Start program for communities of faith. The first step of the reopening plan is 
attached/linked. Because the trends related to Covid-19 are constantly in flux, this plan is in place for the short 
term: October 4-25. It will be extended or modified based on scientific and medical progress in the coming 
weeks. It is important to note that with the limited capacity and new safety guidelines to implement, we will be 
taking reservations for seating these first few weeks. Households will be limited to two seats and subject to 
availability.  

We will prepare a video to help in your decision whether to attend. The video will begin with your entry into the 
parking lot and will demonstrate the traffic patterns into/out of the worship spaces and describe required 
behavior while in the building. This is uncharted territory for all of us; we appreciate your patience as we attempt 
to balance our congregation’s desire to worship together AND the need to remain safe. To our knowledge, no 
one in our congregation has contracted Covid-19, and we want to keep it that way! 

Not everyone will be able or choose to attend the in-person worship in October. We regret that reality, and miss 
having worship as it was. We absolutely will continue to provide the online worship experience for the 
foreseeable future. We look forward to the time when we can ALL be physically together again. But we have seen 
evidence of God’s guidance and grace through our online worship experience and the myriad ways that Park 
Church people have continued to be the church. 

Serving with you, 

The Park Church Leadership Team 


